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SUBJECT: ISRAELI ELECTIONS 

1 . EMBASSY TEL AVIV BELIEVES THAT, WITH ONE-THIRD OF THE 
ISRAELI VOTE IN, LABOR HAS SUSTAINED A STUNNING DEFEAT 
WHILE LIKUD IS LIKELY TO EMERGE AS ISRAEL'S STRONGEST 
PARTY IN THE KUESSET WITH 41 SEATS. IN A CONVERSATION 
WITH THE OPERATIONS CENTER AT 0615 PARIS TIME, EMBASSY 
TEL AVIV REPORTED THAT THE PROJECTED ISRAELI ELECTORAL 
RESULTS WERE: 

& LIKUD 41 SEATS 

LABOR 33 

DMC 15 

NRP 12 

RAKAH 5 

EMBASSY TEL AVIV STRESSED THE UNPRECEDENTED NATURE OF 
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THE ELECTORAL RESULTS, STATING THAT NEITHER LABOR NOR 
LIKUD SEEMED PREPARED FOR THE UPSET. 

2. EMBASSY TEL AVIV BELIEVES IT LIKELY THAT LIKUD WILL 
ATTEMPT TO FORM A COALITION GOVERNMENT WITH THE DEMOCRATIC 
MOVEMENT FOR CHANGE (DMC) AND NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY (NRP) 
BUT CAUTIONS THAT SUCH A COALITION, IF FORMED, WOULD BE 
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POLITICALLY UNSTABLE BECAUSE THE DMC'S POSITION ON 
ISSUE SUCH AS ELECTORAL REFOM DIFFERS MARKEDLY FROM 
THAT OF LIKUD AND THE NRP. EMBASSY TEL AVIV DOES NOT 
EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY THAT A GRAND COALITION MAY BE 
FORMED. 

3. EMBASSY TEL AVIV BELIEVES THAT TWO ISSUES ARE 
SIGNIFICANT FACTORS IN TERMS OF EXPLAINING LABOR'S 
POOR SHOWING AT THE POLLS: 

-THE UNCERTAINTY OF CURRENT US/ISRAELI RELATIONS; AND 

-THE RECENT FLAP OVER THE ARMS TRANSFER PRIORITY ISSUE 
IN THE US CONGRESS. 

APPARENTLY, THE ISRAELI ELECTORATE FORESEES HARD TIMES 
AHEAD AND HAS PREPARED TO BATTEN DOWN THE HATCHES BY 
TAKING A STRONG SWING TO THE RIGHT. CHRISTOPHER 
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